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For an x attempt to illuſtrate the wiſdom of 
Chriſt, to inveſtigate the“ origin of his mighty 
works, and to prove the divinity of our com- 
mon faith, will always be ſure of meeting 
with the SE favourable reception from your 
Guck; whoſe whole conduct is a demonſtra- 
tion, that you have nothing more ſincerely at 
heart,” than to eſtabliſh the effential happineſs 


of your country, TY the een true 
: religion. | 


Animated with this pious view your Gracs 


# | readily undertook the patronage of the Uni- 


verſity of Cambridge, at the firſt requeſt of 
that renowned body; and publickly declared 
your determined reſolution to do every thing, 
In, your power, to ſupport the privileges; to en- 
force the diſcipline ; to maintain the credit; 
and to promote all the real intereſts of a ſocie- 
ty, deyoted, by its very inſtitution, to "9 a 
petual ſervice of learning and SO: - 


My LORD, it will require no. great hill 
in divination to be able to foretel, that, under 
the en influence of your Grac's = 
| on 
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dom and authority, the great ends of our foun- 
dation will be completely anſwered. For your 
Univerſity will never want either example, 
counſel, or encouragement, to be regular, loyal, 
and to fulfil its duty in every various relation, 


whilſt it boaſts of having the DUKE f 
NEWCASTLE at ts head. 875 A* 


That it may very long enjoy chat happi- E: 
neſs is the ſincere prayer of every true friend 
of literature, religion, and the conſtitution: 


but of no one more ardently, my Lon, than 
of 


Your GRA“, 


moſt reſpeRul, mo aufn 
and moſt faithful iis 
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Marrkxw xiii. Verſe 54. 1 


— bench hath this man ir wiſdom, and i 
| _ theſe mighty works ? 2 


HE words, which I bave choſen to be the Gol | 
we. our preſent contemplation, were ſpoken 
e im concerning our great Lord and 

| Maſter Je bo bythe 80 He had now, for ſome time, gone 
round the land of Fudea, bealing the fiel, preaching in 


the ſynagogues, and explaining every-where the 2 1 


the kingdom of beaven.— The doctrines which 2 taught 
his numerous followers, as they were, for the moſt part, 
new and unheard of by them before; ſo were they de- 
livered with a power and authority utterly unknown to 
0 DOR of the Law, the Scribes and Phariſees. Starm 
empeſt, they ſaw, fulfilled bis word; the very Devils 
mo allen to his command ; whilſt the moſt ſudden 
and acute, as well as the moſt obſtinate and inyeterate 
diſcaſes, yielded immediately to his ſalutary voice, 
Tur Fews, therefore, (and no wonder |!) ſtood a- 
mazed at all thin As which they bad ſeen, and heard, as 
it was told unto t His countrymen and neighbours, 
thoſe who were moſt intimately acquainted with the re- 
lations: and family of Jeſus, and who beſt knew his mans 
ner of life from is youth upwards ; they, we are in- 
formed by the Evangeliſts, were Pts eſpecially. ſurpri- 
1 ſed, and could not helf 
one towards another! in be leni fllowig ws 
; : 


g their aſtoniſhment 


hath this man this mile, and theſe mighty works? is not 
this the wn poor s ſon? is not his mother called Mary? 
and his brethren James, and Joſes, and Simon, and judas? 
and his fifters, are they not by with us? N. bence then hath 
this Man all theſe Things? _ 

A veRy leading and intereſting on this laſt, 
which as it was highly reaſonable they ſhould aſk, fo 
would a little reflection have readily furniſhed. them 
with'a proper. reply to it, had their paſſions, pee judices, 
and unbelief, permitted them to have returned a ſerious 
anſwer to themſelves. Let us therefore ſhift the 
ſcene a while, and remove the ſubje& of this important 
enquiry from the taunting and offended Galileans to 
ourſelves, For, moſt undoubtedly, it concerns us, no leſs 
than it did them, to know, Whence this Man had al 
theſe Things? © 

THz v, indeed, beard the gracious words, which pro- 
ceeded out of the mouth of Chriſt, ſuch as never man 
pate; and faw the wonderful works, which he did in 
the land of Fudea, and in the country beyond Jordan, 
ſuch as never man had performed.—Nor can we, on aur 
parts, plead ignorance of theſe matters, as we have a par- 
ticular narration given us of them by the moſt competent 
witneſſes, his immediate followers and 15 ples; by men 
of unimpeached and undoubted veracity; by fee who 
bad a perfet# underflanding of all things from the firſt, who 
were eye and ear- witneſſes of what they relate. The 

Goſpel- Hiſtory, therefore, if I may be allowed the ex- 
preſſion, annihilates all the intermediate time, and puts 
us upon a level, as it were, with the ancient Fews tem- 
ſelves, who were Contemporaries of Chriſt. The ſame 


Sun of Rightenfiſs, which ſhone upon them with his 
more 


ns wich his refle 
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mord direct v 


in continues to warm and erligkten 
; beams, 
Wurm we, therefore, read the life and actions of 
Jeſus Chriſt, as they are recorded in the writings of the 
New. Teſtament, let us, as was ſaid before, remove the 
aſtoniſhing ſcene from Fudea to our own country and 
times, and then aſk ourſelves the queſtion, Yhence bud 
this man this wiſdom, amd theſe mighty works ? Let us 
not aſk it, however, as the murmuring and. perverſe Na- 
rurenes did, ſueeringly and tmaliciouſly, but with a deter- 
mined reſolution to inform ourſelves of the truth, in 
tho beſt manner we are able. It is an enquiry of the 
utmoſt conſequence both to our preſent, and future hap- 
and will well repay the moſt diligent pains we 
may lay out in ſearchiſig into, and examining it tho- 
roughly : the very foundations of our holy religion, 
of our oonmOn chriſtianity, are raiſed and entirely de- 


pend upon the ptobable ſolution of this moſt intereſting 
queſtion. 


WHENCE then bad this man this vim ? we will 
22 confider from what origin his mighty works 


N e cannot; fo eaſily, return a 


isfacte | anfovet. 
to this firſt ſubject of dur 


unleſs we endeavour 


previouſly to recolle&t of what haturo this i/Hom was, 


and to vat after what trvnfier; and in what in- 
Rances, It was exerted. It appents iheh, that dhe 


dom of Chrift, to draw only à fude and imperfect A's 
of it,) more eſpecially copfified in chtrecting the errone- 
ous doctrines and opinions, which had crept in amongſt 
his *Toomtryrmien ; and if 1 a mote pure and 


1 — of virtue and 9 tha had hither- 


to | 


10 


to been known in the world. The 1i/dom of Chrift; 
manifeſted itſelf in laying open, and explaining, to mankind 
the grand ſcheme, or method, of their ſalvation; and in 
teaching them not only from his own illuſtrious and un- 
inning example, but by laws likewiſe, and precepts, 
- what they were both f believe and to do in order to be 
eternally happy. He never ſpake with an intention to 
amuſe and deceive his hearers, to flatter their appetites, or 
to take advantage of their ignorance, prejudice, and cre- 
dulity—but the great and only aim of all he faid was 
to recommend the weightier matters of the law; to make 
men ſubſtantially good; to reform their minds; to render 
them acceptable to God, and uſeful to their fellow-crea- 
tures.— From his diſcourſes, therefore, we are fully taught 
the unity of the Godhead; the ſpiritual nature of the 
ſupreme being; the harmony and connexion of his ſe- 
veral attributes; the various relations we ſtand in to the 
divine eſſence; the efficacy of repentance and a new life; 
and that pure and mental adoration, which is required 
of all thoſe, who would worſhip: the deity in fincerity 
and truth. „ Fg | 
Px Acx, juſtice, truth, loyalty to the ſupreme Magi- 
ſtrate, due ſubjection to all ſuch as are in authority, 
 long-ſuffering, mutual forgiveneſs, humility, gentleneſs, 
univerſal Charity, all that moſt amiable train of virtues, 
which bleſs and adorn the ſocial life, are made the ever- 
laſting baſis of thoſe doctrines, and the perpetual tenor of 
thoſe: laws, which the -oi/dom of Chriſt has eſtabliſhed, 
for the regulation of our conduct one towards another— 
Whilſt with reſpect to the duties, which are particularly 
owing to ourſelves, not only the ſtricteſt ſobriety of man- 
ners, and moſt exact decency is required in our ontward 
þ carriage 


1 


catriage and behaviour; but our ſouls likewiſe, and our very 


thoughts are to be preſerved as free as poſſible from all 
ſpot and blemiſh, if we would hope to render our bodies 
97 9 for the Holy Ghoſt to dwell in. 

No x did this great legiſlator ſtop here; but as he per- 


ſectly knew the very beart of man, how much inclined of 


itſelf it is to do evil continually ; and was thoroughly con- 
vinced of how little efficacy the wiſeſt and beſt provi- 
ded conſtitutions are againſt the prevalence of- appetite 


and violence of paſſion, unleſs they are ſtrengthened by 


more powerful motives, than what their own internal 
beauty and excellence carry with them:—He has, more- 
over, ratified and enforced the obſervation of his laws 
by the ſtrongeſt of all ſanctions, the ſanction of everlaſt- 
ing happineſs or miſery, having fully revealed, and autho- 


ritatively taught, the moſt intereſting doctrine of a future 


Nate of ſpiritual rewards and puniſhments,—They who do 
good ; they, who live agreeably to the rules which he has 
preſcribed for their conduct, ſball go into eternal life 
whilſt ſuch as deſpiſe his precepts, and diſobey his com- 
mands, ſhall be condemned to a perpetual baniſhment 
from the manſions of bliſs. 


Such was the mighty wiſdom of Jeſus Chriſt A 


wiſdom, not involved in the artificial and enticing words 
of man's eloquence, but delivered with an unaffected 
plainneſs and ſimplicity, which rendered it intelligible to 
the meaneſt capacities; and, at the ſame time that it 
convinced the underſtanding of the hearers, ſubdued: their 
paſſions, and perſuaded them to obedience. —Where then 
is the wonder, that the ignorant Fews ſhould ſtand aſto- 
niſhed at his ſuperior knowledge, when the moſt en- 


lightned philoſophers of theſe moſt enlightned times can- 


not 


| 12 165 
not help bearing teſtimony to it; and boaſting that 
have performed a prodigious work, and raiſed a perpetual 
monument to their rational abilities, if, (with the utmoſt 
reach of all their wit, meditation, and learning,) they have 
been, perchance, able to delineate a plan of religion, which 
has but approached the perfection of that laid down, and 
taught, in the goſpel ? en ALAN Ys | 
Bur there is no neceſſity of being more particular 
upon a point ſo confeſſed as this before us. Te 4wi/dow 
of Chriſt is in all our hands, and the tranſcendent excel- 
lence of his laws too well known to ſtand in need of a 
more minute recital and encomium. For not the friends 
only, but the very enemies of chriſtianity, (even Atheiſts 
themſelves,) unanimouſly agree, that, take it for all in all, 
never was a more complete ſcheme of religion and mora- 
lity offered to the practice of matikind,—Its direct tenden 
cy to promote the univerſal happineſs is what no think- 
pe array either denies, or pretends to donbe,— lt is ita 
authority only which is cavilled at and diſputed z he- 
ther it be of divine, or human, original? 
HERE then is the proper place to renew our former 
queſtion — Whence had Chrift this Vim f He maſt 
have received it either from the doctrines and inſtitu- 
tions of his own countrymen ; ot from the inſtructions 
and writings of foreign nations; or, it muſt have been 
ſupernatural, and derived to him nnmediately fron hea- 
ven.— It will be very difficult to aſſign any other me- 
thod, by which he could have attained unto this woti- 
derful wiſdom, unleſs we will be fo extravagantly ab- 
ſurd as to maintain, that he was ſelf-taught; that an- 
informed, uninſtructed, merely human, reaſon was by its 
own ſtrength, and without any external aſſiſtance, able to 


- excel, 


13 


k ** the united penetration both of the 
eaftern und gen world, 
Dip he then receive this ſuperior wiſdom from the pre- 
cepts and inſtitutions of his own countrymen; from the 
meditations of the Rabbins and Doctors of the Law? A 
moment's reflection will convince us, that this ſ | 
tion is entirely improbable and unſatisfactory. The Fews, 
it is confeſſed on all hands, were a remarkably ignorant 
poople—llaves to the ſeveral religious ſects and parties 
which amongſt them; enemies to all generous li- 
berty of eh gn 0 a and ſteddily 
perſiſting in the of the fingular cuſtoms of their 
Fore-farbices, they deſpiſed, ples (pool Tang equal- 
ly contemned by all the world. Their religion, indeed, 


ſuch as it had been originally tranſmitted to them from 925 


Moſes, had taught hm the abſurdity and wickedneſs of 
idolatry, and fully inſtructed them in the belief of the one 
true God: nor were the more confiderable of the moral 
duties unknown to their law; _tho' theſe latter, at the 
time we are ſpeaking of, were become a mere dead letter, 
and rendered of no effect, by that heap of vain and uſe- 
leſs traditions, which had been moſt impiouſly introduced 
into practice in their ſtcad,—But where was the 
of a general reſurrection from the dead, and of a future 
ſtate of rewards and puniſhments in another life, before 
it was brought to light, and clearly revealed to mankind 


upon the coming of Jeſus ? where the doctrine of 

and remiſſion of fins after a wilful breach of the ee 
where that internal purity of ſoul, as well as body, 
which.a God of righteouſneſs, the ſearcher of - hearts, 
requires of all his creatures? The «wiſdom of Chriſt was of 
a quite different kind from that of the Scribes and Phari- 


D ; ſees, 
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fees, (upon whoſe doctrines, as well as 


rious darkneſs of the Egyptian mam. or * from 


14 


gage, be fre- 
quently pronounces a woe ;) and as far ſuperior to it; as 
the nn, which he gave his followers, were indiſ- 
bly more excellent and eaſy to be practiſed, than the 
rthenſome and futile, not to ſay immoral, traditions, 


which the wiſe men of the Jews had made the foundati- 


on of their diſcourſes to the 

Bur might not his idm be tranſmitted to him from 
foreign countries ? might not the contemplative Bramins, 
or the more famous philoſophers of Greece and Rome, be his 
guides and inſtructors in theſe divine matters? The ſhort- 
eſt examination will evince, that this h ypotheſis is even 


more inconcluſive, than that, which we have juſt been 


conſidering.— For, (to ſay nothing of the little correſpon- 
dence, which was, at this time, carried on between the 
Jewiſb nation and the reſt of che world,) can it with any 
tolerable appearance of probability be imagined, that the 
ſon of a poor illiterate mechanic, uneducated, without ſo 
much as the knowledge of the firſt elements of ſcience, 
ſhould be able to deduce his wiſdom from ſo profound 
and abſtruſe authorities? Read but the writings of the 


moſt celebrated authors of the ages preceding Chriſt ; 


the fragments of the egſtern ſages, or the more laboured 
volumes of the weſtern learning; and we ſhall want no o- 
ther arguments to convince us, that the. pure and unmix- 
ed ſtreams, which run through the religion and morality 


of the goſpel, could not poſſibly be derived from foun- 


tains ſo turbid and corrupt. 


Coup, for inſtance, the unaffected implicity of the 
chriſtian inſtitution, and the beautiful plainneſs of its 
ſitive rites and ceremonies, be borrowed from the myſte- 


the 


the extravagant reveries, and whimſical obſervances, of the 
Magi, or Gymnoſophiſts? Or could the unity of God, 
his incommunicable and ſpiritual nature, be learned from 
the writings of a Plato or Ariſtotle, of a Varro or a Tully ; 
all of them groſs idolaters in their practice, and encoura- 
gers of the ſame impiety in the books, which they made 
public for the information of mankind ?. 10 41H 
Bur will venture to go farther ſtill, and even preſume 
to aſſert, that, antecedent to the coming of Chriſt, there 
was no ſuch thing as religion, properly ſo called; in the 
Gentile world; viz,” a national ſet of doctrines intended 
to affect the ſouls, to purify the morals, and to amend the 
lives of its profeſſors  —Sacrifices, indeed, and oblations 
to their numerous hoſt of deities, were generally eſtabliſh- 
ed and encouraged by the public laws of the ſeveral coun- 
tries—but what became, in the mean while, of that in- 
ternal ſpiritual worſhip,” which the ſupreme God demand- 
ed of them? where was that purity of ſoul, and recti- 
tude of the inward parts, which is ſo efſential-to true ho- 
lineſs? what became of that long - ſuffering, gentleneſs, 
and mutual forbearance ; of that univerſal charity, which 
they owed to one another, and to all mankind? where 
was that moſt comfortable certainty of pardon and remiſ- 
fion of fins 'upon repentance ? where thoſe everlaſting, 
and ſpiritual, rewards and puniſhments, which alone are 
able to give effectual weight, and authority, to religious 
eſtabliſhments? The ancient heathens, as may be clear- 
ly collected from their undoubted remains, knew very 
little, or nothing rather, with certainty, of the true foun- 
dation of moral obligation. The inſtructions, therefore, 
of the poets, legiſlators, and philoſophers, (the only di- 
vines and d preachers of * to their ſeveral na- 


tions 3 
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5 e m_ and fitting 
a to be in themſelves, could never be regard- 
ed by their readers, or hearers, as duties, as moral rules 


5 of cond act, which they were neoeffarily obliged to follow. 


TT is, indeed, ſharply contended for by ſuch as labour 
to depreciate che om, and to render contemptible the 


authority of Jeſus that there is no one precept of the 
Fabel however excellent it may be imagined, but is, 
me where or other, to be found, either expreſiſ br con- 


ſequentially, in the writings of the ancient hethens.— 


Be it ſo! (for the point is not worth dif ting, at this time 


at leaſt,” and before the preſent aſſembly) and can there 


be a more aſtoniſhing inſtance of the mighty wiſdom of 


Chriſt, than that he has thus dravyn t 
as it were, all that is good and excel 


ther into one view, 


tain in it, (our adverſaries themſelves being judges, ) all 
that is really pratxicable and — with re 
to our religious behaviour, in the almoſt-numberleſs ſcat- 


tered volumes of the wiſeſt men of all antiquity?— The 


philoſophers, who argue for the omniſcience of natural 
reaſon, and ate ſo ready and willing to contemn and ridi- 
cule the wiſdom of Chriſt, will do well to reconſider this 


matter with all that ſcriouſneſs, which the intereſting 
ſubje& deſerves.— Are they not, in reality, condemn 


ed out of their -own mouths, and do not their own 
arguments conclude againſt them There is nothi 

they ſay, excellent in the morality of the goſpel, which 
is not, ſomewhere or other, to be traced out in the 
writings of the heathens.— If they convert the pro- 


_ Poſition, they will ſoon be convinced that it is equally. 
true they will experience upon examination, that 


* 


there 


they might, pee: | 


in morality ; and 
that the New Teflament: alone, ſmall ag it is, ſhould con- 


5 13 


5 * 


there is nothing — + Tani bee eg 4 „ 
heathen ph philoſophy, wh is not-glearly revealed, even tag 
the and unlearned. in the New Tue. They pre. x 
, therefore, earneſtly to-xecomimiend the cthics, and 2 
bighiy to applaud the prodigious penetration of an Aviſto- 4 
te, or a Tull if they will act confiſtently win 
themſelves, much rather will they admire, and adore, the — 
mighty wiſdom of Jeſus Chriſt, who, {untutored, unlet- 
tered as he was,) by their own conceſlion, muſt be allow- 
ed to be equal at leaſt, if not ſuperior, to either of them; 
is precepts are more holy; his promiſes more certain; 
his rewards more deſirable ; and his inſtitutions, in every 
reſpe&, more pious, uſeful, and ſeryiceable to mankind; 
than. either the rigid auſterities of the Pharyſees, the gloomy 
rites of the Orientalis, ot the moſt admired laws of the 
moſt famous lawgivers. of Greece and Rome. In his diſ- 
courſes no popular deſigns are carried on, nor vices in- 
dulged under a pretence of the public intereſt ; but all 8 
pure and holy; grave and ſerious; ſolemn and devout; 
without the det ting tincdure of ſuperſtition, vanity, or of- 
tentation. | 
W HENCE. then had this man this wwiſtdam? from his 
own countrymen, the doctors of Feruſalem, we have 
ſeen that he could not learn it; nor was it taught him by 
«the wiſe-men of the ea/ffern or weſtern world-—He muſt, 
therefore, have received it from above—there is, indeed, 
no other way, from whence; he could poſſibly have de- 1 
tived it, but from the immediate aſſiſtance and inſpitati- _ 
an of heaven itſelf—ſach knowledge was too wonder. 
ful; nor could it have * 33 
3 . 2 
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HUMAN n itis well kiioWngk not toea6q cquited 
tis by applying the heart diligently to ſearch and to Wy it out ; 
but by much labour and induſtry, by long ſtudy and un- 
wearied meditation For we can no more be learned and 
knowing, than we can be virtuous, by - nature—But Chriſt 
was utterly deſtitute of all theſe helps, of all the common 
and ordinary methods of im provement. It is confeſſed on 
all hands, he is upbraided with it by thoſe, who were beſt 
acquainted with him, by his fellow-citizens and neigh- 
bours— that he had had no education, that he had ne- 
ver applied himſelf to reading, that he was not even ini- 
tiated into the firſt elements of literature Nevertheleſs, 
both his countrymen and foreigners; both friends and 
enemies; both the learned and unlearned, all ſtand aſto- 
niſhed at the excellent ſpirit of wiſdom, with: which he 
was endued—And can we make a thoughtful and ſerious 
doubt about it? can we any longer be at a loſs to know, for 
rohence he had it? It muſt have been extraordinary and ſu- 
pernatural; it muſt have come down from beaven; it 
muſt have been derived to him immediately from the ever. 
laſting fountain of light and truth ! 4 

Hav1nc'thus returned a reaſonable anfwer, it is "OY 
fumed, to the firſt queſtion propoſed ; we will now proceed 
to examine, Whence this man had his mighty works ? For 
theſe two great points are not only connected together 
in my text, but have in themſelves a mutual relation 
to, and dependence upon each other: it being very 
eaſy and natural to infer, that the ſame power, which 
enabled Chriſt to put to filence the wiſdom of the 1wiſe, 
was mighty in him to the performance of all thoſe 


hy wonderful actions, Which are e recorded” of . in · the 


Neu 


* * 9 
| New Teftament: What they were is thus briefly enu- 25 
merated by our Saviour himſelf in the anſwer, which 
he returned to P the Baptiſt by the two diſciples, 
whom that prophet ſent to him to enquire, whether be 
it was that ſhould come, or -whether they were to loo for 
another ? Then Jeſus -anſwering ſaid unto them, Go your 
way; and tell John what Things ye have ſeen and heard ; how 
that the blind ſee, the lame walk, the lepers are cleanſed, 
the deaf hear, the dead are raiſed, and to the poor the 
goſpel 1s preached—the heavens, the earth, the ſea, and 
all the powers of nature, ſtood obedient to his com- 
mand; and, like the Almighty Creator in the begin- 


ning, He ſþake the word only, and it was done. 
Tur ſubject therefore of our preſent enquiry is, 
. whence, that is, from what cauſe, proceeded all theſe migh- 
ty works? For that they may be accounted for agreea- 
bly to the known laws of nature, and the apparent 
properties of material bodies, none but viſionary atheiſts 
will venture to aſſertę and credulous ſceptics to lay an 
weight upon—Shall we then ſuppoſe. with ſome phi- 
loſophers of no mean name, that they were owing ts 
magic, or to a ſuperior. {kill in the hidden qualities of 
bodies, their imperceptible attractions and repulſions, their 
mutual relations to, and various operations upon, each 
other? but what is this magic, or power of conjurati- 
on, as it has been ſometimes: called? the world is now 
become too wife to ſuffer itſelf to be amuſed with idle 
and unmeaning terms to no manner of purpoſe, but to 
deceive -ourſelves with a ſhow of ſcience. falſly ſo cal- 
led: We know for certain, that every effect muſt have 
a cauſe; and that this cauſe muſt be adequate, muſt - © 
be ſufficient; or elſe, that-it is. no cauſe at * . = 
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1 the roaring of the 


dhe un of nature at che 3 and, under the 
controul, of a weak, wretched, and ſinful mortal? Can 
the moſt deep and penetrating knowledge of the latent 
properties and fecret influences of herbs, or plants, or 
minerals, enable mere fleſh and blood to ſay to a fick 


man in the palſy, ir; thy bed and walk? or to one 
that is born blind; C rc aces ror: or to ano- 
ther, who has lain ur days! in the grave, Lake $arus; 
come forth? © OS 


.SCARCELY more * and inſufficient is ãt to 
that Chriſt performed theſe mighty wur by — 
by juggle and a erafty impoſition upon the ſenſes of 
the bye: ſtanders.— What aglag can ſtop the fury of 
the — when the waves thereof rage horribly; or caim 


colluſion, or even ſelf - deception, could there * coffibly 
be in works done in the open day; and in the ſight of 


the ſun? in actions Gequently repeated? in actions ſo 


great and momentous in themiſelves; ſo very different 


from each other, and ſo laſting in their conſequences? 


in actions performed i in the middle of populous towns 


and cities, and in the preſence of ſo many ahead of 


his adverſaries; who were continually hing in wait to 


entrap, and to expoſe him 40 the Torn and deriſion of 


his admiring followers 7 


FAIT H, it is true, {at leaſt in tha whowere to 


receive the immediate benefit of theſe mighty works,) 
ſeems to have been required in fome caſes, as neceſſary 


to the operation of them but, for this reaſon alone, 
to impute the completion of them to this previous faitis 


as to their effieient cauſe, is an hypotheſis equally ab- 


a _ e with — of the preceding. re 
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Could mere faith, how Rrong ſoeyer we may be pleaſed 0 „ 
imagine it, care a perſon, who had been born hlind; 
or give | to the deaf, and ſpeech to tie dumb? 
Could mere fai ſatisfy the craving a of we- 
thouind people, at one time, with ſive loaves and a 


few ſiſhes ? Or could faith operate in Lana. 

who had been four days dead 7 

Non {hall we come at ell nearcr to the true origin 

r though with the malicious Fews- 
that he had the immediate aid and 

— — himſelf at his command HO 


art lk np 3 toro 6 


troul ; be has bounds · ſet him, which — not 
ebe time ; that there are certain works, which · 
are beyond the reach of him, or any of his inen 
compeers; to - Is any „for exa leis 
than ſclf-exiftent and almighty, endued with the power 
of creation, — ing life. to the inanimate parti- 
oles of matter # But did even more than this; he 
not only called other perſons from death into exiſtence. 
but raiſed” Himſelf alſo- from the. grave. In theſe. 
inſtances, therefore, it was abſolutely - that he 
ſhould be affiſted by the Devil... 80 , the ſalntary 
tendency of all his doctrines; the of his com- 
Sen and Can, ad th y 9 9 
and Satan; and the * benevolent * 
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which ran through. and e all his u 
is a plain indication; is indeed a — ro that 


tion ; or laſtly, if they were not brought about by the 


be effected: and that is by Go hn ger of God, by the 
will and immediate interpoſition of the- author of na- 


22 


they could-not be produced by the co-operation of a 


* ſo hateful, ſo — and ſo deſtructive. 


CFP 


| in the ordinary courſe of nature; if they were not. cauſed 


ya the force of magic and conjuration; nor wrought 


1 help of juggle and colluſion: if they were not 


the mere checks 6 a ſtrong faith and a warm imagina- 


aid and aſſiſtance of the Prince of To 'Devils—there 
is, I think, but one other way left by which they could 


ture himſelf. No other cauſe, but this, is adequate to 
ſuch mighty effects; this is fully ſo—as it is irrational 
heroes to acquieſce in any other, Cot 1 is equally 1 irrati- 
n not to acquieſce in this. 


HAT als e eder bie 


Kan cool, diſpaſſionate, and unprejudiced reaſon poſſi- 
bly return to the queſtion propoſed, than that ' theſe 


— -works were derived from heaven alone; and that 


u perſon could have performed them, who was not ei- 


ther himſelf almighty, or at leaſt immediately impow- 
ered by the almighty Founded thus upon the perpetual 

rock ot the: moſt unſhaken evidence, the Chriſtian belief 
s not the mere effect: of an enthuſiaſtie warmth, or the 
viſionary whiſper of an enraptured imagination, but 
Dell ercunden and rational and ve may ſafely cry out 
in the full aſſuranee of faith;—Thou, art Jeſus the Son 


N 20h the living Gd ! Thou: art the wiſdom-'of God, and the 


OED God.! o e art be —— whota-the atici- 
ent 
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| ent-prophets foretold! | „Thon av Hi'who' wes ag 
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lighten the Gentiles ; to nen Nen r nor 
do we look for: another. At 


„ then let us 


OF 


gre Frag 


rived Ro a 1 


I do not barely mean, 


ſus Chriſt to be our Lord and Maſter ; for this the 
eſt part of us. are ready en 


underſtood te intend* ſomewhat more—why-do- we 
not act conſiſtently. with our belief, and give the world 
a real proof of our faith by imitating the innoceney of our 
-Saviour's life, and paying an uniform obedience to all his 
laws? For Chriſt himſelf has expreſly told us, that not 
every one that proclaimeth him Lord Loru / bull enter 


into the kingdom of beaven, .but be that doth ne 
his Father, who is in beauen. 


SINCERELY 
mighty works were of divine original 
this holy faith will bold, it faſt without ' fear. or Wavering. 
Such, more particularly, whoſe noble birth, large proper. 

ty, and extenſive abilities have marked them out for the 


higheſt charges in Church and State, will think it their © 
duty to become its nurſing fathers; to protect, Tupport, / | 
* and defend wee thole whom: dhe die 


e. 
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beginning of the world, to be a 7 comp to 


pauſe 4 moment; and once more 8 4 


chin 7 — nh. 
irhy do we not acknowledge Je- 


ough to do=but I would'be 


perſuaded that Chriſt's wiſdom and his 
ginal, the profeſſors" of 


* 


out to > fach as: have the benefit of their inſtruction, the 


mighty Creatbr ; of conſcientious 


loyalty: to our Prince z. 
e P 


towards all mankind. . 
of us, 1 — — and 
. irections, 1 
5 of 


of it i and give us. that- 4 

* power ful Spirit of thene,, which: — direct our 
+ "winds, incline our wills, and govern uur paſſions according. 
"WOE! iſm of. _ . Gan this, dee N 


